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The CREATE Framework: 
Learning Environments 
to Develop Creativity 
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Pulling from the academic fields of education, psychology, and neuroscience, the Bay Area 

Discovery Museum has developed the CREATE framework. This unique pedagogical framework 

describes how educators can build children’s creative problem-solving skills through intentional 

experiences. Across a range of learning experiences, from designing exhibits, to classroom set-

up, to curriculum development, these ideas can serve as guiding and foundational principles for 

all those experiences. For each element of the CREATE framework, an exemplar from the Bay 

Area Discovery Museum showcases how to enact it for children in the first decade of their life 

and their families. This document also includes research backing the elements of the framework 

and the major concepts within each framework. 
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When designing learning environments to inspire creative 
problem-solving, consider:
   •   How will you create emotional safety for children? 
   •   How will you assess where children are developmentally so that                    

    you can challenge them appropriately? How will you differentiate                                     
       your activities or facilitation to reach all kids?

   •   Where are there opportunities for children to try new things?
   •   Where do you anticipate children experiencing “failure” or difficulty               

    in the activity? What strategies will you use to support them to persist? 
   •   How will you message that effort and hard work lead to learning 
       and growth?

Activity idea: 
Inside Out Creations
Transform old electronics into new creations! Find an old, unusable electronic 
device that is no longer needed and is safe to take apart. Wear safety 
goggles and use tools to carefully take apart the device. Lay all of the pieces 
out on a flat surface, and brainstorm a list of creations that could be made 
using the pieces. Select one of the creation ideas on the list and bring it to 
life, using arts and crafts supplies to add the finishing touches on the new 
creation.

Implementation tips:
As caring adults, when we see children struggling with something, it is difficult 
not to intervene. Practice walking around with your hands in your pockets so 
that you use your words to encourage children instead of jumping in to solve 
the problem for them. Celebrate the challenges with phrases like, “We do our 
best and keep on going!” and “When I think ‘I can’t…’ I add the word yet.”   
Make sure to talk about what was hard and what you can learn from it.

At the Bay Area Discovery Museum:
Museums have traditionally been viewed as places to view collections 
and passively receive information rather than actively participate in a 
learning experience. Yet it is when we are active participants in novel 
experiences that learning takes place, and it is when we are stretched 
beyond our comfort zone that our skills and abilities are able to grow. By 
creating emotionally safe spaces and embracing challenges as opportunities 
for learning, we can set up environments in which children are supported to 
grow through appropriate risk-taking.
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Bay Area Discovery Museum 
557 McReynolds Road
Sausalito, CA 94965
(415) 339-3900
BayAreaDiscoveryMuseum.org

Our mission is to transform research into early learning 
experiences that inspire creative problem solving.


